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SASTHAH SARGAH
SOTKANTHA|VAIKUNTHAH



CANTO 6
COVETED KRISHNA
THE GOD WHO RULES
VISHNU’S HEAVEN



6.1 ﬁ THA TAM GANTUM asaktam
ciram anuraktam latalgrhe drstva

tac|caritam Govinde

manasijajmande sakhi praha.

prabandhah 12

(Gunakarifragena ripakaltilena giyate.)

PASYATI DISI DISI rahasi bhavantam
tad|adharajmadhura|madhini pibantam;

natha Hare, sidati Radha vasalgrhe.  dhruvapadam [x1.1]

tvad|abhisarana|rabhasena valanti
patati padani kiyanti calanti;

natha Hare, sidati Radha vasa|grhe. [x11.2]

vihita|vi$ada|bisa|kisalaya|valaya
jivati param iha tava ratilkalaya;

natha Hare, sidati Radha vasa|grhe. [x11.3]

6.5 muhur avalokitalmandanallila
«Madhulripur aham,» iti bhavanalsila,

natha Hare, sidati Radha vasa|grhe. [x11.4]
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N HER 1vY bower, Radha had been so persistently 6.1
I impassioned
that she was too weak to go to Krishna;
Seeing her in such a sorry state, Radha’s friend
went to him—

he too languishing in love—to tell him of her condition:
Song Twelve

IN HER SOLITUDE, she fancies that she sees you everywhere—
Yous sip the honey from her lips as though you're really there;
Radha woefully awaits you, Lord Krishna,
in her hideaway.  Refrain

Eagerly she rushed out to tryst with you,

But stumbled and fell after just a step or two;
Radha woefully awaits you, Lord Krishna,
in her hideaway.

Although she’s made a bracelet of lotus stem and leaf,
Only your artful lovemaking can redeem her from her grief;
Radha woefully awaits you, Lord Krishna,
in her hideaway.

Gazing at her ornaments, toying with what is true, 6.5
“I am Krishna,” she declares, pretending she is you;
Radha woefully awaits you, Lord Krishna,
in her hideaway.



GITA-GOVINDA — CANTO SIX

«tvaritam upaiti na katham abhisiram
Harir?» iti vadati sakhim anuvaram;

natha Hare, sidati Radha vasa|grhe. [x11.5]

$lisyati, cumbati jala|dharalkalpam
«Harir upagata,» iti timiram anlalpam;

natha Hare, sidati Radha vasa|grhe. [x11.6]

bhavati vilambini vigalita|lajja
vilapati roditi vasakalsajja;

natha Hare, sidati Radha vasa|grhe. [x11.7]

$rilJayadevalkaver idam uditam
rasikaljanam tanutam atimuditam;

natha Hare, sidati Radha vasa|grhe. [x11.8]

6.10 «vipula|pulaka|palih, sphitalsitlkiram antar]
janitaljadimalkakulvyakulam vyaharand,
tava, kitava, vidhay 4|mandalkandarpalcintam

rasaljala|nidhilmagna, dhyanallagna mrg’|aksi.»



COVETED KRISHNA

“Why doesn’t Krishna come to me right now?”
She asks me, her friend, as if I'd know somehow.
Radha woefully awaits you, Lord Krishna,
in her hideaway.

“Krishna has arrived,” she then cries aloud,

Hugging and kissing the darkness, nothing but a cloud;
Radha woefully awaits you, Lord Krishna,
in her hideaway.

She moans, she weeps, her composure melts away;
She’s ready to receive you, and yet you still delay;
Radha woefully awaits you, Lord Krishna,
in her hideaway.

May connoisseurs of poetry enjoy aesthetic bliss

When, listening to my poetry, they hear a song like this.
Radha woefully awaits you, Lord Krishna,
in her hideaway.

“Her skin bristles, hysterical, she moans and babbles, 6.10
befuddled and depressed;
All because of you, cheater that you are,
The doe-eyed girl is out of her mind
with extravagant passion,
entranced in meditation on you,
and drowning in an ocean of love.”
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GITA-GOVINDA — CANTO SIX

«angesv abharanam karoti bahusah,
patre ’pi samcarini
priptam tvam parisankate, vitanute
ayyam, ciram dhyayati;
ity akalpalvikalpaltalpa|racana]
sankalpallila$atal
vyasakt” Api vind tvaya vara|tanur

n’|Aisa ni$am nesyati.»

«kim vi§ramyasi krsna/bhogi/bhavane
bhandiralbhamilruhi,
bhritar, yasi na drsti|gocaram itah
s/ananda/Nand jaspadam?»
Radhaya vacanam tad|adhvagalmukhan
Nand’|antike gopato
Govindasya jayanti sayam atithi

prasastya|garbha girah.

94



COVETED KRISHNA

“She has adorned herself, and every time a leaf rustles,
imagining you've come, she spreads out the bedding,
and thinks only of you;

Despite hundreds of such games of make-believe,
putting on jewels and preparing your bed,
this lovely girl won't survive the night without you.”

“Why are you resting beneath that banyan tree, my brother?”
Radha asked a traveler.
“Its full of blacksnakes. Why not go to Nandas
comfortable home?
You can see it from here.”
Radha’s speech, repeated by that traveler in Nanda’s
presence that evening,
contained a secret message for Krishna:*
(“The banyan tree is an abode for Krishna the lover.
Why not go to that place of delighttul delight?”)

Glory to the words concealed in the greetings of a guest!
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Jaya-deva's GITA-GOVINDA is a world classic, the songs
of a Krishna become the ideal lover, composed in the
twelfth century for sophisticated aesthetes whose erotic
senfiments and religious sensibilities together served,
and were served by, the pleasures of poetry
in performance.
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