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MUCH ADO ABOUT RELIGION

Tatah pravisati RTVIG UPADHYAYAS ca.

RTVIK: (sodvegam)Kastam bhoh kastam! anyad eva cintitam
anyad ev’ 6panatam. Vedalbahyalsakal’'|agamaltiraskaren’
Asmin prasange sarvam asmad|bhogyam eva bhuvanam
bhavisyat’ iti cintitam. yathajvyasam ev’ ady’ 4pi bahy’|

dgama vartanta ity upanatam. tatha hi:

Saiva|PasupataPaficaratrikah
Sankhya|SaugataDiglambar’jadayah
sarva eva hi yathajsthica ime.

snatakasya dhig aparthakam $rutam!

uPA: Bho vayasya, nanu rdjajpuruso sav adya samvrttah.
raja ca paramamaheévara iti tadjaradhan’jaikatanalbud-

dhina tena bhavitavyam. yatah:

45  Samipato bhimibhrtam hi parusas
tadjuktam ev’ Anuvadanta asate,
svajvrddhillubdhas tu na sadhv asadhu va

vivecayanti pratisabdaka iva.

RTVIK: Vayasya, yatha manyase. kah sv’|Artham avadhirya
madhya|stho dharm’|aikatana|buddhir bhavati? kim tu
katham Ved’|aika|visaya|yajan’|adhyapan’|adi|vretibhir
asmabhih kalo netavyah?

UPA™: Vayasya, yath” 4iv’ atikranto nitas tath” 4iv’ agamy

api grasajvasanamatrajsantosibhir nesyate. yatah:
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PRELUDE TO ACT FOUR: ORTHODOX IMPOSTURES

Then enters the Vedic OFFICIANT and the Vedic INSTRUCTOR.

OFFICIANT: (agitated) What an awful blow! I had one thing
in mind and something completely different has hap-
pened. I had in mind that when all the extra-Vedic re-
ligions are censured, we'll be able to enjoy the whole
country. But what has happened is that the heterodox
religions are still just as widespread as they were before.
For:

Shaivas, Pashu-patas, Pancha-ritrikas, Sankhyas,
Buddhists, Sky-Clad Jains and the rest: all of them
remain as they were. Shame on the graduate’s use-
less learning!

INSTRUCTOR: But, my friend, he is by now the king’s man.
And the king is supremely devoted to Shiva, so San-

kérshana has to be completely focussed on propitiating
Him. For:

In a monarch’s vicinity, his men always repeat his
words, but, eager for their own advantage, they do
not distinguish between good or bad, like echoes.

OFFICIANT: Right you are, my friend. Who would disregard
his own interests and impartially focus his attention on
Dharma alone? But how should we spend our time?
Our profession—ofliciating at sacrifices, teaching and
the like—is concerned exclusively with the Veda.

INSTRUCTOR: My friend, we shall spend the future just as
we have spent the past: content merely with something
to eat and wear. For:
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MUCH ADO ABOUT RELIGION
Adurjanalgiro gosthyo, vitajmanalgrahah priyah

punyair vina na labhyante, nihsapatna$ ca sampadah.

RTVIK: Evam eva. kim kriyate? kim tv idam adhikam me

karnal¢alyam.
4.10 vrA”: Kim iva?

RTVIK: Yad ami Paficajratrika Bhagavata brahmanavad vya-
vaharanti. brahmanajsamajajmadhyam anupravi$ya nir-
visankam abhivadaya iti jalpante. vi$istalsvarajvarn’janu-
purvikataya Vedalpatham anusaranta iva Pafica|ratrajgra-
ntham adhiyate. «brahmanah smah» ity atmanam vya-
padidanti vyapadesayanti ca. Saiv’|adayas tu na catur-
varnyajmadhyalpatitah $rutijsmrtijvihitam a§ramam ava-
jahatah $asan’|Antara|parigrahen’ 4nyatha vartante. ete
punar «a janmana a santater brahmana eva vayam» iti
bruvanas tath” 4iva caturaéramyam anukurvant’ iti ma-

had duhkham.
UPA™: Vayasya, kiyad idam duhkham?

Yajane ‘dhyapane yaune sambandhe ’nyatra va kva cit

darat parihrta eva $rotriyaih Pancaracrikah.
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PRELUDE TO ACT FOUR: ORTHODOX IMPOSTURES

Without merit one cannot find assemblies exempt
from villains’ talk, lovers immune from sulkiness,
and treasure not claimed by another.

OFFICIANT: Quite right. What to do? But this other thing
annoys me more.

INSTRUCTOR: What is it? 4.10

OFFICIANT: That these Paficha-ratrika Bhigavatas should
adopt brahminical manners. They mix with brahmins
and have no scruples about using the form of greeting
that only we may use to our equals. They recite the Pan-
cha-ratra scriptures with a special pattern of accented
syllables, as if they were taking the text of Veda as their
example.* “We are brahmins,” they say of themselves,
and demand that others speak of them in the same way.
Take the Shaivas and their ilk: they are not part of the sys-
tem of the four social estates, they reject the life-periods
determined by the Veda and the Smritis and they set
themselves apart by adopting a different doctrine.* But
these fellows say that “We have been truly brahmins
ever since our birth, for a long succession of ancestors,”
and in the same way they imitate the system of the four
life-periods: this is a great torment.

INSTRUCTOR: How great is this torment, my friend?

In officiating, teaching, matrimonial relations or
any other context, brahmins learned in the Veda
give the Panicha-ratrikas a wide berth.
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MUCH ADO ABOUT RELIGION

Brahmana iti tu vyapade$as tesim svajsamaya|samvyavaha-

rajmatram.
415 RTVIK: Kim etad alpam duhkham?

urA Kiyad v” aitad? Sruti/Smrti adhyetum Mimamsam ca,
$rautam smartam ca karm’ Anusthatum ete kva cid api
na labhante. brahmanim ca kam cana $ilac cyutam upa-
yacchantah pratilaumy’|6dantena yojyante. Ved’|angani
tu kani cit kiyad v” 4py adhigacchanto ’pi na kva cin
nisidhyanta ity alam udvegena. tad astim etat. idam tu

$rutam maya.
rRTVIK: Kim iva?

UPA”: Adya khalu bhagavat'[agamalviciram eva kartum Sr
sankarsano Vaisnav’|[ayatanam Bhagavatal$atasahasrajsa-
mbadham gatah. brahmana$ ca Brahmaldvipe vidvam-
sah sahasrasankhyah sanghatitah. tatra mahatya gosthya

avitavyam. tad ehi tatr’ Aiva gacchamah.
bhavitavyam. tad ehi tat g )

rRTvIK: Drstah Sankarsana|pratapah, sa hi sarv’|agamalpra-
manyalvadi. rajai ca SriSugandhaldevi tesv eva sinukrosa
$riiyate. rajajpuruso ’pi ka cid anugrahakah Satvatanam

ast’ 1ti vartta.
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PRELUDE TO ACT FOUR: ORTHODOX IMPOSTURES

As for the fact that they label themselves “brahmins”: this
is merely the usage of their own sect.

OFFICIANT: Is this a small nuisance?

INSTRUCTOR: Why, how big is it? They will never get to
study the Veda, the Smritis, or Mim4msa, or to perform
solemn or domestic rituals. And if they marry some brah-
min woman who has strayed from the path of decorum,
they will gain a reputation for having married “against
the grain.”* No need to get upset that they will not be
banned from some places, even if they learn just a few of
the Vedic ancillary sciences to some small extent. Let’s
drop the subject. But this is what I've heard.

OFFICIANT: What is it?

INSTRUCTOR: Today, apparently, the Honorable Sankarsha-
na went to the Vdishnavas’ sanctuary, which is crowded
with hundreds and thousands of Bhégavatas, precisely
to scrutinize their religion. And thousands of brahmin
scholars have assembled in Brahma-dvipa.* There must
be a great conference there. So come, that is where we

shall go.

OFFICIANT: We've seen Sankarshana’s ardor, for he is an ad-
vocate of the theory that all religions are authoritative.
On the other hand, the queen, Her Majesty Sugédndha-
devi, is reported to sympathize with these people espe-
cially. Rumor has it that there is a royal functionary who
also supports the Sitvatas.*
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420 UPA": Alam asadja$ankabhih. na yatha|prastutad vyavaharad
adhikam trnam api te kubjilkartum iSate. tad ehi ba-
hy’|agamanam Mimamsaka|sarasvati|sdgare nimajjatam
unmajjatdm ca vihvala|vepitam anekavidham drastum
tatr’ Aiva gacchavah.

1ti niskrantau.
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PRELUDE TO ACT FOUR: ORTHODOX IMPOSTURES

INSTRUCTOR: Don't always fear the worst. They couldnt 4.20
even bend a blade of grass if this was beyond the es-
tablished customs. So come, let’s go there and see the
manifold, desperate floundering of the heterodox reli-
gions as they are ducked again and again in the ocean of
the Mimédmsaka’s streaming eloquence.

Exeunt ambo.
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